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AN
by Bonnie B. Kennedy
When the great god Zeus summoned the cartel
of gods to a meeting, the lesser gods were forbidden to attend. However, unbeknownst to the gods,
the mischievous Puck managed to conceal himself
beneath the golden fleece that lay upon the altar.
He was amused by his bold scheme to eavesdrop
on the secret meeting. He clamped shut his lips,
lest he betray his presence with a giggle. Zeus
tolerated the little rascal but he would never forgive
invasion of the sacred temple. His wrath would be
horrendous.
On this particular occasion, Zeus entered the
chambers and called the meeting to order. His
voice reverberated throughout the great hall.
"The earth people are becoming a threat to our
kingdom,• he said. "We are here to resolve this matter."
Vulcan, the Fire god, objected. "We are in no
danger from the earthlings. They are on a course of
self-destruction! They have polluted their water and
the air they breathe. They are destroying their
forests, the wilderness, driving animals to extinction, and they have poked a hole in their layer of
protective ozone. The earth planet will surely selfdestruct!"
Zeus nodded. "What you say is true but there is
another fact we must consider. These eathlings are
exploring space. They have sent probing
mechanisms toward our domain. They are constructing a space station; they are developing a superior intelligence. These earthlings must be
stopped before they discover the key which unlocks
the door to our kingdom, and penetrate our hemisphere. They could succeed before the planet
earth self-destructs!"
Vulcan was ablaze with anger. "I will stop these
earthlings!" he shouted. "I will lay a drought upon
their land. I will dry up rivers and streams. I will
sear their crops, consume their forests with fires,
spew boiling lava from volcanoes and bury their
dwellings. I will teach these earthlings to mind their
own business!"
"I can do a better job than you!" the god Thor
thundered. "I will unleash the fury of the heavens,
pour down a deluge of rain to flood their land,
sweep away their homes and livestock. I will cause
the sea to swell with tidal waves to engulf islands. I
will drown the planet earth and stop the inhabitants
from attempting to enter our realm!"
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The senior god's voice rumbled throughout the
hall. "Hear me!" he demanded. •1 am more powerful than any of you! When I command, the earth
rumbles with quaking. I turn skyscapers into rubble.
I topple buildings and split open the earth. I send
the earthlings trembling and running about in fear.
There is nowhere for them to find safety. I am the
god who should tame these earthlings!"
"Silence!" Zeus roared. "None of you is capable
of subduing the earthlings. Each of you has made
repeated attempts and has failed. These creatures
replanted their crops, rebuilt their cities and homes
and recovered from disasters. There is only one
way to conquer the earthlings.•
The gods asked, "What should we do?"
"You must stop fighting among yourselves for
control of the planet earth,• Zeus said. "Each of you
must relinquish your power for a span of time. I will
lock your weapons of destruction in my vault for
safe keeping while I cast a spell upon the earthlings. I will turn the polluted air and water that
these creatures breathe and drink into potions that
will destroy ambition. They will cease to explore
space and lose all desire for achievement. They
will exist in a monotonous. boring routine of daily
living. When that time arrives, the planet earth shall
be ours for the taking. I will give an equal share to
each of you to rule as you please.•
Zeus paused while the gods huddled together in
conference, then said, "Take heed that you decide
what you wish to do and decide now, because this
is the one and only time I shall make this offer.•
After a moment the senior god raised his scepter
to Zeus. "We accept your proposition. On the
seventh orbit of the planet earth we shall return to
this temple and leave our weapons on the altar for
you to lock into your vault for safe keeping."
"So be it," Zeus said. "Return here on the
seventh orbit with your weapons.•
Puck crawled out from under the golden fleece
when he was certain that the gods had departed.
He sat cross-legged on the altar while he pondered
what he had overheard. It was not Puck's nature to
be disturbed with problems, but he was now concerned because he was devoted to many earthlings-clowns, pranksters, jokers, playful, carefree,
happy-go-lucky folk. He was convinced that he
should try to save the earthlings from the impending
doom that the gods planned to execute. However,

he was unable to warn the earthlings because he
was not visible to the creatures.
After much thought, Puck decided to visit the
planet earth and ask the elves of Shamrock to help
him save the earthlings. He took the quickest route
and slid through the hole in the ozone.
Puck found the elves gathered at the loch where
the monster Ness was purported to dwell. He explained his problem but the king of elves shook his
head.
-We can't help you,• he said. ·we are able to
communicate with only the earthlings who have
kissed the Blarney Stone.• The little elf cocked his
head to one side, then added, "Puck, me lad, you're
nae too smart. Even if the earthlings knew that pollution would be their undoing, theycould never clean
it up by the seventh orbit. Arf./w~, it matters not a
wee to us who rules the planet earth.•
When Puck returned to the kingdom of the gods
he was greeted by his girl friend, Rumor.
"Whatever is the matter?" she asked. •1 have
never seen you wearing a gloomy face.•
Puck explained how he had learned of the plan
to destroy the earthlings, but Rumor was unsympathetic.
"You are incorrigible! If you had been discovered you would have been banished from our
realml" She tossed her head. "You are foolish to
concern yourself with the problems of the earthlings. The gods have a wonderful plan!"
Puck brightened as an idea occurred to him. •1
haven't told you everything I know because it is a
secret!"
Rumor sidled up to Puck. "You can tell me," she

coaxed.
"I'll tell you but remember, this is a secret. While
I was hiding under the golden fleece and heard the
gods leave, one of the gods stayed behind. He
came to the altar and whispered a vow to keep his
weapon. He vowed that he would overcome his fellow gods when they surrendered their weapons and
then become the sole ruler of the planet earth.•
Rumor was shocked. "How dreadful! How wicked! Which god made this vow?"
Puck shrugged. "I couldn't see him because I
was still hiding under the golden fl~e. •
•1 must be going,• Rumor said. "I hope you'll be
wearing a happy face when I see you again.•
Puck chuckled as Rumor bustled off. He was
certain that Rumor would soon spread word of the

"secret".
It wasn't long before the gods began to eye one
another with suspicion. They no longer gathered
together in friendly groups and no longer hailed one
another in greeting. This made Puck very happy.
Someday he would repay Rumor. He would take
her for a Merry-Go-Round ride on the planet earth,
but he would never tell her the reason for the treat.
On the seventh orbit of the earth planet, Puck
waited by the entrance to the sacred temple. When
none of the gods came to bring the weapons for
safe keeping, Puck danced about in glee, then
leaped up onto Cloud Nine. The earthlings were
rescued from a horrible fate, otherwise they would
have been Bored To Death.

I

THE MYTHIC CIR.CLE 119, pg. 25

